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Dr. Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City University
‘Angaladalli Thingala Pustaka’ a Literary Talk on Malegalalli Madhumagalu
Date:31-12-2025

Dr. Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City University, in collaboration with the Kannada Pustaka
Pradhikara, organised a commemorative literary programme titled ‘Angaladalli Tingala Pustaka’,
marking the birth anniversary of Rashtrakavi Kuvempu, with a special focus on his celebrated novel
Malegalalli Madhumagalu.

Delivering the keynote lecture, noted writer Dr. K. Y. Narayanaswamy described Kuvempu as “the
first subaltern thinker in Kannada literature.” He characterised 'Malegalalli Madhumagalu' as a
modern epic that foregrounds humanism and the lived realities of ordinary people.

Drawing upon philosophical perspectives, he explained the interdependence of nature and humanity
in the novel and elaborated on Kuvempu’s concept of “Virat Manava” (the Grand Mind). He noted
that nature in Kuvempu’s writing functions as an active force shaping human consciousness, while
the Malenadu region emerges as a rich literary and cultural space.

Dr. Narayanaswamy further observed that by elevating characters from working-class backgrounds to
heroic stature, Kuvempu challenged conventional literary frameworks and ushered modernity into
Kannada literature.

He emphasised the need to introduce such culturally significant works to the digital generation
through sustained reading of physical books.

Presiding over the programme, the Vice Chancellor of the University emphasised that literature
should be understood not merely as a source of aesthetic pleasure but as a moral and ethical force.

He urged students to actively engage with Kuvempu’s writings and recognise their continuing social
relevance.

K. B. Kiran Singh, Special Officer of the Ministry of Kannada and Culture, welcomed the gathering and
outlined the objectives and initiatives of the Kannada Pustaka Pradhikara.

The inaugural address was delivered by Dr. Manasa, Chairperson, Kannada Pustaka Pradhikara, who
underlined the enduring importance of Malegalalli Madhumagalu in Kannada literary history.

Sharing her reflections, Gayathri, Director of the Kannada Pustaka Pradhikara, appreciated the
speaker’s ability to present the vast and complex narrative of the novel within a limited time frame
and remarked on Kuvempu’s mastery in creating literature of lasting relevance.

The event was attended by Dr. Thandava Gowda T. N., Chairperson of the Department of Kannada.

The programme was compered by Dr. Manju C. N., and the vote of thanks was proposed by Dr.
Thejeshwara l. S.


















